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nent Settlement. Each new assessment means an increase
in Government revenue. Let us, find out in what position
the actual cultivator is left by such settlements. The system
of settlements' in the North-Western Provinces has often
been described, but I have never seen a more lucid account
of it, within a byef compass, than in the evidence of Sir
Antony MacDonnell before the Currency Committee which
lately sat in London. Read His Honor's answer to ques-
tion Nos. 5737 to 5740, and you have a clear account
of the North-West settlements in a nut-shell. There are two
salient facts which I will place? before you from this
account. In the first place the Government allows the land-
lords to make their own arrangements with the cultivators,
and then demands one-half of what the landlord actually
gets, after making certain reductions. In the second place,
under these arrangements the landlords are actually getting
about 20 per cent of the gross produce in money, and the
Government share is one-half of that, or ten per cent
of the produce. Gentlemen, these arrangements are better
than those in many other parts of India, and you may be
sure- the rules are worked considerately, and even leniently,
by a ruler who yields to none in India in his real sympathy
for the actual cultivator. But nevertheless I should have
been relieved to learn that the 20 per cent of the gross
produce represented the maximum limit of rent, and not
the average rent. Without such a maximum limit the culti-
vator has no assurance against over-assessment and undue
•enhancement. And a landlord who ha.1? submitted to an
increase of the Government demand at a settlement has the
temptation to reimburse himself by raising his rents—as a
squeezed sponge fills itself when thrown into the water—
to be squeezed again at the next settlement, thirty years
later. Adopt the ancient Hindu rule, which is virtually

